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Ficturcd in photo from 1 oo rare: De-Go-La Clainoas hiarsiall ITolv-
hee; Congressmian Ruben Hingjosa, Tirgclor, Boe Counly, Frank Roin-
icw and Prosident of TARCED Conncils, Marm Bogk,

The Adminisirations onginal proposed outs to the BC&D boudper
wonld have climinated lunding for 189 RC&ED Councils.

Throushoul the United Slates the response o this proposition was
clear, local governments depend on RC&ETY s and work together
i their communitics helping local orpanizations.

AL the request of the Mational BRC&ED office, local leaders wrole
letlers w Congress,  This campaign helped the Nahonal Associa-
ton of RC&TD leaders strengthen the argoment for RC&D s,

All 373 RC&D Councils will remain funded [or the 2006 vear.

“All De-Cio-La BC&ED programs snd services are offered on & nondis-

cTinination basis without regard to mece, oolor, national origin, pender,

religion, age, dizability, scvmal oricneation, marital or family stats, po-
litical belicts, parental stams or protesied genctic information.”



Partnership: De-Go-La, Texas General Land Office and Texas Nature Conservancy
With a grant from the Texas General Land Office, De-Go-La was able to purchase a Truax
no till grass seed drill. The drill will be stored and maintained at the Texas Nature Conser-
vaney office in Victoria and may be used by farmers and ranchers in the Victoria, Goliad,
Calhoun and Refugio counties.

The 10 foot wide drill is used for planting fluffy native grass sceds, as-well-as small slick
seeds like legumes,

Those interested in using the drill may contact the Texas Nature Conservancy office at:
361-372-8711
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Computer, Internet Training For Farmers & Ranchers
The De-Go-La RCED Council will be offering a series of worksshops
gearad toward teaching farmers and ranchers how to use computers
and internet resources to better manage their operations. The effort is
being undertaken through a grant from the U.S. Department of Agricul-
tura’s Natural Resources Conservation Service and has been designated
as the FARMER Initiative (Farm And Ranch Management Electronic Re-
sources). The day-long course will provide hands-on instruction in ba-
sic computer and internet skills with an emphasis on using Egov to ac-
cess government programs. Marshall Helybee, Chairman for De-Go-La,
stated “We have undartaken this effort to increase the ability of ag pro-
ducers in our area o use available technology in making decisiong and
accessing information.” The trend in agriculture today 1s to use com-
puter and internet resources for everything from planning for the com-
ing crop year to accessing market information and government produc-
ers use the internet to buy and sell commodities on the future market to
increase their profitability.

“We hope that these workshops will provide an opportunity for farmers
and ranchers to gain some valuable knowledge and skills that will actu-
ally help them remain economically viable in today's world of advanced
technology”, adds Holybee. “We will be scheduling workshops at vari-
ous times and in locations across our sixteen county arsa and we hope
folks will take advantage and sign up for one that suits them.”

Farmers and ranchers interested in attending a workshop will need to
contact the De-Go-La office at 361-870-7138 to find cut where and when
the courses will be offered.

The De-Go-La RC&D Council is sponsored by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and is an equal opportunity employer and provider.
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Jerry's Corner...

Wi have completed the sccond portion of the Private Lands Riparian Habital Restoration ITnibative which was fimded by
the Texas General Land Office. Combined with the acreage enrolled under our inttial offors, wie have now assistod land-
orwmers 10 developing and implementing restoration plans on almast 2000 aeres of degraded riparian habitar.

| have been assisting ong landowmer in Calhoun County in applving lor an altersative energy granl through Rurl Develop-
ment. He is planning fo install a small wind turbine to penerate electricity that will be used on his farm with excess elec-
tricily Lo be sold Lo the local slecine coop. The program he 13 applving for prosades a puaranteed [oan for up o 50% of the
project and 23% for the grant,

Marshall, Fred Mardini and T recently attended a planning mecting with citv officials with the Citv ol Gregory and other
parners to doterming the best courss of action to clean up an abandoned trash dump within the city limits. There is a larpe
amoult o debris including serap metal, tiees, concrete, brick and wood thal must be removed Lo make the ares allractive
and reduce local health hazards.

Suzanne Clodfcker and [ are planning an advanced arantsmanship class in Coero, April 4-6. Larry Lancaster will be the
principal instmector for the 3 day course. Cost wall be 5175 carlv registration per porson and & 199 gt the door. Class sizc
limiafed lo 20,

| am planning to attend the Anmoal Conference ol the TARCED Councils in Wichila Falls, This will be 2 good opporiunity
Tor cxccllent training for dircctors across the siate.

1 am working with the Citv of Edna to implement a cormumunily resourcs assessment. This lme we will use zn abbreviated
process which focuses on projects and takes one day of lislening sessions (o implement, Slated for March or carly Apnl.
Duryg past quarter T have provided assistance to 10 proups and 20 individuals for: surplus property, economic davelogps
ment, mral fire protection, srant writing, SEI* projects and communily assessments.




