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HAPPENINGS IN D.C,

Chairman of the Board ol Directors
for De-Go-La, Marshall Holyvbee und

U8 Congressman Ron Paul. Holvbeeo
was in DUC, lor the National Assoca-
tion of RC&D Couneils [egislative
Forum. Holvbes also met with US
Representative Charles Stenhalm (D
T, US Congressman Henry Bonilla
(R, TX), US Congressman Rubén
Hingjosa (D.TX) and US Congress-
man Solomon Ortiz (1L, TX).

MATCHING GRANT

Tmring the month of May, De-Go-La sponsored s matehing grant program twelve or-
ganizations applied and eleven of those met all the requirements of eligibility for reeelv-
ing s grant twongh the program.

The oreanizations which applied muged from community awareness programs b rural-
volunieer fire departments,

Choosing which organizalion would receive one of the grants was close. Jerry Peares
Larry Deyion, Wallaee Beek and Gordon Porter were up for the task.

Rreeiving clganizations were: the Yoakum Volunteer Fire Department, Jackson Soil
end Waler Conservation Disleietr, Americen Hed Cross al Jackson Connty, Copano Bay
25il and Water Conservation Disirict, Shoreline Enhancement Association, Meprons
Harhor Canal Owiels Association, Blaneonia Volunteer Fire Deparbment, Refogio Com-
ity Development Foundation, Halleltzville Volimteer Fire Deparlment, Tavacs
Medical Centler and the Skidmore Yolunteer Fire Departmenl.
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DE-GO-LA RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT
MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the RC&T) area is to provide leadership and coordination,
to provide a quality life and a quality environment {or people living in

rural communities

Vizit with the Scnatc

Mary (Green, 1S Scenator Tom Hardon (D, Iowa) and Bar-
shall Holylwer. Holvbee and Czreen had the opportunity w
et Senator Harkin while he way visiting in the Soath
I'emas arca. Senator [lardn was in Compos Christi an June 2.
Sermlor Harkin s the Chairman for the Committes on Apn-
cudiere, Mutrton and Forestoy, be 15 2 semior member of
the Semare Appropristons Subcommittes on Agnoulture,
Harkin also chaiss the Senate committes that funds edues-
o, ].-Lcccnﬂ__rj_u_ Towen tarer nenar ROETF s weere annomanneed,
Ilackin said TC&TFs have been ivaluable o neeal countdes
in Towa and the coumiry [or vears and they are 2 emendous
resource to locu] cormmunily efforts which enhance mral
eopnomecs and rural resoonmes "'J'l'l:ll.'.l%h the htlp of

L Ts; T_-EEI-;"-ﬂ the oV ErnImEnl i h|.:|E| Lanild .:'||':||':||':.|-I||_1'|E-
fies in poral commmities Ly 11ﬁ11'il‘!i11g same of the ee-
sources and assisiance they need to succeed,” said Harkin,

State Association Conference

Attending the conference from 1De-Gio-La were: Jerry Pearce, Irank Montez and Law-
rence Friedrich. According to De-Go-La representatives the conference was well planned
with several informative sessions as well as entertaining events. A few of the scheduled
sessions attended by De-Go-La rep’s were: Non-profit Bookkeeping Basies, About GIS
and ITomeland Security, ORCA & Community Development Block Grants and Food Pro-
tection Management Legislation.

G1S (Geographic Information System) software changes the way RC&IY s and other
apencies do business.  Geographic Information System has & website; GIS.COM, also
Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESEL) has a websile. They offer free online
courses, Another site for GIS information; geographynetwork.com.

The Texas Cooperstive Extension made available via an information session, points on
food protection legislation. When this goes into effect all food service managers and any-
one responsible for the safe handling of food will have to be certified to do so, from res-
taurants to mobile food vendors., Sanitation, food Mow, facilities and equipment are some
of the subjects covered in the certilication class.

Jerry especially enjoyed the Cowboy Artists ol America Museum.




De-Go-La RC&T Mews

Photos Taken During the State Association Meeting
In Kerrville

Fholas from top left clockwise: Tw, Assoc. recognimed Low Bridges, Joe Caniw, Renee Miller and Hongy Dowidy For their serviee to the RC&ED
program (receiving for Bridpes wnd Dowdy ans Ernest Melton and Grace Skibra), Joe LoBarbern, Jimmy ApelBorie Beston and Ken Awtrey
were also recognizsl [or tieir autstanding leadesship shilities (receiving for Awirey Is Kanand Brocks), Registration table for the gener] ses-
sion, Joe Canty deliveries the Wational Presidents report during the opening session.  Farticipants of the peneral session,  Judy Fort grets local
dignitarics.
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568 Big Bend Drive
Victoria, Texas 77904
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%The next scheduled meeting
: for the De-Go-La Board of

“Directors : August 22, 2002
“at 9:30 am, DeWitt County
-Electric Coop. building in

- Cuero.
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lereyv's Corner

The current drought conditions create a3 great o=al of concern about wild-
fires in rurzl areas One of the biggest problems Niee fighlers encounler in
rural areas is lack of adeguate water supply. The dry hydrant program
spansored by he DeGoLa REED provides assistancs in seouring funds
and squipmant to Install dry hijdrants in ponds, lakes and streams 1o pro-
vide an alternative sourcs of water for fighting fires in raal aress. Having
a ready sourcs of water naarby can maks the difference in fighting a atruc-
fural or range fire By saving preciows ime it would take to tansport water
from town. The De-Go-lz READ alzo provides assislance in securing olher
equipsnent needed By rural fine departments

| have recelved & numnber of requests for assistancs in eblaining com-
putars for organizations in the area. We have bsen fortunate in s2curing B
number of good, wsed computers to placs on losn 1o youth crganizations.
I riess, Sail @rd waler corseralion districls, and senior citizens canters.
These machines are normally useable, ol have been replaced wilh new
high capscity computars. In most ceses, the compuiers we obtsin ars
perect for the intended use. In addition to computsrs, we are also able to
abibzin, &b no cost; some Turmiluee and misqellaneows cguipment Tor wse
by qualifying arganizations

| had the opportunity to spend three deva In Live Oak County perticizating
in the Community Resourcs Team that visited on May L4-18. This was =
veedborganiced evenl, and Lthe team members listened 10 comments from
over 250 Live Cak County residgents. | plan to get & finished report wilh
racommendstons back to the cammunity by the end of June so they can
conlines with 2 stralegic planning process. The whole effort is diregled
toward building their county Into & better place to lve, work and play. i
you arg intcrested in having a Resgurce Tsam visit your community, vou
can contact me al 361-570-T138 or ermail; degoladEdisd.net |






