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Goliad at the Blue Quail Del.
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ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of sponsorship for De-Go-La was a SUCCESS!!! The meeting was
held in Port O’Connor Texas at the community center.

Henry Pongratz, Vice President for the Port O’Connor Chamber of Commerce, welcomed
us to Port O’Connor (POC) and thanked us for using their facility. The community center
was a project of De-Go-La during Rindle Wilson's’ service as coordinator. Some of the
funding for the community center came through De-Go-La and the rest came from the
fund-raising efforts of the citizens of POC. After one year and twenty-two days the com-
munity was using the center.

Charlie Stone, former county judge of Refugio County, who is now employed with the
Texas Office of Rural Community Affairs (ORCA), provided a presentation to attendees.
Mr. Stone informed the group of programs offered by the new agency that was created
during the last session of the legislature. Topics included rural healthcare initiatives,
community development block grants and countywide fire protection. Mr. Stone also in-
formed the group that ORCA plans to eventually locate a portion of its personnel in
more rural locations in order to be more accessible to the rural communities they serve.

The RC&D Council also recognized several individuals for their service to the organiza-
tion. Frank Montez, representing Bee County, was recognized with an award for provid-
ing extra effort to help the council achieve its’ goals. Commissioners Richard Martinez
(Refugio Co.) and Gordon Porter (San Patricio Co.) were both recognized for their dedi-
cated service to the council. Mr. Heinie Bade of Cuero was also recognized with a Life-
time Service Award. Mr. Bade was involved in the creation of De-Go-La RC&D back in
1966 and was the first Chairman of the Board of Directors when the RC&D area was
funded in 1973. Mr. Bade was also recognized for providing a total of 36 years of ser-
vice and support to the Resource Conservation and Development Program.

In other action, the Council elected officers to serve for the next year. Marshall Holybee,
of Bayside, was elected as Chairman. Kenneth Finster, from Seadrift, was selected to
serve as Vice-Chairman. Darrell Blaschke, of Kenedy, was re-elected to serve as Secre-
tary/Treasurer for the organization.

DE-GO-LA RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the RC&D area is to provide leadership and coordination,

to provide a quality life and a quality environment for people living in

rural communities
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Charlie Stone (standing) with ORCA From left to right:

Seated from lefl o rghi: Heary Poograte, Marshall Holybes, Kichard Marines, Gordon Porter and Frank Moniez
Kenneih Finster, Joyvee May and Darrell Blaschke

Wehsite
De-Cro-1a will spon have its” own wehsite.
It will be on line after the Mew Year., Plans are to have
information available that is useful and informative for
the communities we serve.

The council will also consider hosting websites for non-
profit organizations and communities that are interested.

More information to come.

Frieda and Heinie Bade

HELPFUL WEBSITES

Office of Rural Community Affairs: www.orca.state. x.us
National Environmental Services Center: www.nese.wyu.edu
Texas Rural Partners: www.trdc.org

Texas Department of Agniculture: www.agr.stste.tx us
Secrelary ol (he State ol Texas: www sos.stale.x.us
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Victoria, Texas 77904

RC&D  “Making
Things Happen”

Jerry's Commer

Ti*s Dezn another great year for the De-(eo-Ta RCET Covwncil. We Bave slarled oy mew progects thal promse (o beoell (e
cilizens ub our area, Most nodeworthy of these arg (le o Besource Team visils we sponsorsd joilly wilh the Texas Eurl Devel-
wpoeenl Council (TEDCY, The Calloun Temm visil ook pluce in Jaouary 2002 and involved 15 feam members for 3 duys. The
Live Ok Tewm visil ook place i May aed mevolved one team of 5 members. Bodh team visits were well received by the commu-
mity wnd received a prel deal of mpul lorm cilieens. These were bolk sreat efforts and produced two detailed reports thiat wers
senl biack w ke communilies visiled, Followsup oo thess reporls s produced maony oew projects o ibe communiliss

The council instituted a maiching grant program and awarded 34, 70000 to local orgenizations for such projects 25 conservation
cducation, fire fighting equipment, and cconomic development. The program was so well received that the couneil s planning o
dio it again this noxt yoar.

A cobteact was sigaed with the Coastal Bend Bays and Eztvaries Progeam o restorg L00 aopes of viparian habiat in Bzlogio and
Sun Patricto Counties, Producers enlecing (e program alse receive help from the Naolural Besources Conservalion Service and TX
Parks and Wildlife Tepartment to develap and implement habitat restoration plans, This is another good example of ROC&D bring-
ing mgether parmerships o accomplizh & goal.

While we accomplished many good things this past vear, we cannot rest on these past aecomplishinentz, There are nany mose
challenges ahead. The ROCED area hes expanded to include Mucces County and Corpus Christi. This promises many mnre appor-
munitics to make partnerships thet will work for the hetterment of all. Tam Iooking forward o the coming, vear and the many excit-
ing things in storg inehiding the Wational Association of BRO&Ds Mational Coaferencs to be held i San Aotomio in July 2003,
Lupe b see many of vou lhers,




