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2003 Matching Grant Program
This year’s matching grant program was quite competitive.  Fifteen organizations applied for a matching grant, eleven were selected.  

The committee for choosing the recipients was made up of five De-Go-La board members.

Grants were awarded to the following:  Goliad VFD, Skidmore VFD, Pettus-Tuleta VFD, Thomaston VFD, Karnes City VFD, Blanconia VFD, American Red Cross-Crossroads Chapter, Jackson SWCD, Copano SWCD, Goliad Community Network and the Literacy Volunteer of Calhoun County.

The volunteer fire departments will utilize the funding for equipment upgrades, such as: a frameless folding tank, a specialized fire hose nozzle, communication tower, lights and sirens, GPS units, vehicular upgrade and renovation of office space.
The SWCD’s will use the grant award to sponsor educational programs for school aged children.

The Crossroads Chapter of the American Red Cross has planned to purchase fire extinguishers and smoke detectors for the elderly and low income families.

Goliad Community Network will be able to continue their computer training classes and the Literacy Volunteers will provide as ESL classroom project for 75 non-english speaking adults in the Calhoun County area.

A big THANK-YOU to NRCS for providing the funding for this valuable helping tool.

Rural Housing
USDA’s Rural Housing Service provides many needed programs for the development of rural housing.

Facts gathered from the 2000Census revealed that of the 106 million housing units in the United States, 23 million are located in non-metro areas.  1.6 million of that 23 are moderately are severely substandard.

According to USDA Economic Research Service 17% of the households in non-metro areas are classified as being in housing poverty.  Housing poverty is defined by four points: 1) Economic need- housing costs take more than half of income; 2) Inadequate quality- housing quality is moderately or severely inadequate using the HUD measure based on 26 physical problems; 3) Crowding- more people than rooms and 4) Neighborhood quality- poor quality in two out of four neighborhood conditions (crime, noise, inadequate public services and litter-deteriorating housing).

Congressman Ruben Hinojosa (D-TX) and Artur Davis (D-TX) introduced the 2003 Rural Rental Housing Act.  The RRHA will create a new $250 million rental house fund which will be administered by USDA.  Money from the fund will be allotted to states based on need.  It will pay for acquisition, rehabilitation and construction of rural rental housing.  RRHA will also promote public-private partnerships.
The Act has been referred to the House Financial Service Committee for review.

Water Conservation Web Links
National drought Mitigation Center  www.drought.unl.edu/index.htm

National Water Efficiency Clearinghouse, “Water Wiser”, www.waterwiser.org

EPA Water Alliance for Voluntary Efficiency  www.epa.gov/owm-efficiency/index.htm

U.S. Green Building Council  www.usgbc.org

Water saver Home  www.h2ouse.org

The GSK/TUMS-First Responder Institute Challenge Grant Program
The mission of this grant program is to help fire departments-in-need secure equipment.  Through donations made by GSK/TUMS and partnerships with Firefighter Combat Challenge sponsors and their “Combat Cash” program, qualifying fire departments are able to acquire equipment through matching grants.
To qualify the organization must be a bonafide fire department with 501 (c) (3) Status (verified by IRS-EIN), show a legitimate need for the requested equipment, and a documented inability to purchase requested equipment because of funding shortfalls.  The organization must also establish the ability to obtain additional funding to match or exceed the requested amount as a requirement of obtaining grant money.  Applications will not be considered without matching funds that at least equal amount requested.
The following limits will be set for grant funding based on the amount of matching funds required;
Level A Grants:  Two-to-one funding based on the amount of matching funds required;

Level B Grants:  1.9 to 1.5 to 1 funding matches up to $7,5000.

Level C: 1.4 to 1 funding matches up to $5,000.

There are two determining factors in deciding distribution of funds; 1) the applicants need as compared to that of other qualifying applicants and 2) the ability to obtain matching funds.

Applications will be accepted, reviewed and distributed on a quarterly basis.  Quarters end on March 31st, June 31st, Sept. 30th and Dec. 31st.  Decisions will be made by the end of the month following each respective quarter.

Successful applicants can increase the “power” of their award by participating in the “Combat Cash” program.  This program enhances the value of a grant when Scott Firefighter Combat Challenge sponsors provide equipment to recipients at a discounted price.

Proof and documentation should be sent as an e-mail attachment, fax or by mail to:
E-mail: info@firstresponder.org

Fax: 301-421-9575

Mail: First Responder Institute

         Tums Grant Program

         15312 Spencerville Court

         Burtonsville, MD 21212

A list of participating sponsors and their product lines will be displayed on First Responder website beginning Feb 7th.  www.firstresponder.org

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL UNITED STATES SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN PAST AND PRESENT
Surplus Computers

De-Go-La has surplus computers available with Pentium processor and Windows 95 and 98 capabilities.  For more information call 361-570-7138.

De-Go-La conducts grant searches…for more information call the office.
JERRYS’ CORNER
Marshall Holybee, Hernan Jaso and myself just got back from attending the National Association of RC&D’s National Conference in San Antonio.  It was a great conference!  Over 1600 individuals from all 50 states attended the conference and attended many workshops and training sessions that were offered.  Keynote speakers for the event included Congressman Charles Stenholm, NRCS Chief Bruce Knight, USDA’s Undersecretary for Natural Resource and Environment Mark Rey and many others.

One of the comments I heard throughout the conference was how well organized the conference was and how much everyone enjoyed coming to Texas.  I think we can all be proud of how well RC&D in Texas was represented.
I have been working with the Center for Non-Profit Leadership at UH-V to put together a leadership training institute for non-profit organizations.  Our first offering will be held August 5th and 6th at the UH-V campus in Victoria.  We plan to have representatives from various organizations that provide funding to come and speak to the group about how to work with philanthropic organizations.  There is a registration fee for the event that will be used to provide materials and lunch.  For more information about the leadership series call Suzanne Clodfelter at 361-570-4296.

The next meeting for the De-Go-La Board of directors will be August 21 9:30 a.m. @ the Blue Quail deli in Goliad.
“All De-Go-La RC&D programs and services are offered on a nondiscrimination basis without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, marital or family status, political beliefs, parental status or protected genetic information.” 
